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A submission from the Chairman of Offshore Committee 

Proposal: 

3.17 Toe Rail or Foot – Stop Mo0,1,2,3,4 

3.17.1 A toe rail of minimum height 25 mm (1 in) shall be permanently 
installed around the foredeck from abreast the mast, except in 
way of fittings as close as practical to the vertical axis of 
stanchion bases but and not further inboard from the edge of 
the working deck than one third of the local half-beam.  

Mo0,1,2,3,4 

Current Position: 

3.17 Toe Rail or Foot – Stop Mo0,1,2,3, 

3.17.1 A toe rail of minimum height 25 mm (1 in) shall be permanently 
installed around the foredeck from abreast the mast, except in 
way of fittings and not further inboard from the edge of the 
working deck than one third of the local half-beam. 

Mo0,1,2,3, 

3.17.2 The following variations shall apply:-  Mo0,1,2,3, 

 Table 10  

      LOA Earliest of Age 
or Series Date 

minimum requirements 

any before  
1/81 

a toe rail minimum height of 20 mm 
(3/4 in) is acceptable. 

any before  
1/93 

an additional lifeline of minimum height 
25 mm (1 in) and maximum height 50 
mm (2 in) is acceptable in lieu of a toe 
rail (but shall not count as an 
intermediate lifeline). 

any 1/94 and after the toe rail shall be fitted as close as 
practicable to the vertical axis of 
stanchion bases but not further inboard 
than 1/3 the local half-beam. 

 

Mo0,1,2,3, 

Reason: 
This is overly complicated rule to provide age allowance for older boats that is almost 
now superfluous. Removing the age allowance is likely to affect a very small number 
of boats all of which can be easily and cheaply be retrofitted with a toe rail. 



The toe rail are an important safety feature for the foredeck crew and should be 
considered for category 4 races as proposed here this is in addition to the removing 
of the age allowance. 


